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A. I am more or less indifferent with regard to trade in
foreign goods other than cloth. I have never been an advocate
of prohibition of all things foreign because they are foreign. My
economic creed is a complete taboo in respect of all foreign com-
modities, whose importation is likely to prove harmful to our
indigenous interests. This means that we may not in any cir-
cumstance import a commodity that can be adequately supplied
from our own country. For instance I would regard it a sin to
import Australian wheat on the score of its better quality but I
would not have the slightest hesitation in importing oatmeal from
Scotland, if an absolute necessity for it is made out, because we
do not grow oats in India. In other words I would not count-
enance the boycott of a single foreign article out of ill-will or a
feeling of hatred. Or to take up a reverse case, India produces a
sufficient quantity of leather; it is my duty therefore to wear
shoes made out of Indian leather only, even if it is comparatively
dearer and of an inferior quality, in preference to cheaper and
superior quality foreign leather shoes. Similarly I would con-
demn the introduction of foreign molasses or sugar if enough of
it is produced in India for our needs. It will be thus clear from
the above that it is hardly possible for me to give an exhaustive
catalogue of foreign articles whose importation in India ought to
be prohibited. I have simply inculcated the general principle by
which we can be guided in all such cases- And this principle
will hold good in future too so long as the conditions of pro-
duction in our country remain as they are today.
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This school owes its existence to Shri Indulal Yajnik, and
we would be failing in our duty and be deemed ungrateful if
we did not remember him while mentioning it. We cannot^ for-
get his major contribution towards creating an interest in Gujarat
and its (the school's) activities. This school is the result of his
endeavours. The teachers have carried on its work; they need
to be congratulated on this. The principal of the school has made
a reference to its connection with the Vidyapith. The school has
nothing to do with the organizing committee of the Vidyapith,